
S T E P H A N I E  K W O L E K
• Polymer chemist at DuPont

• Initially took a job at DuPont in 1946 (the job was only open to women due 
to WWII) to earn enough money for medical school.

• Most notable invention: Kevlar, or poly(paraphenylene terephthalamide)

• Discovered during her work on liquid crystalline polyamides

• Kwolek decided to investigate a cloudy polymer solution that was 
traditionally thrown out, leading to the discovery of highly aligned 
polyamide molecules

• Won the DuPont Lavoisier Medal for this achievement in 1995, the only 
woman to have won this prestigious award

• Other numerous awards include: Chemical Pioneer Award (American 
Institute of Chemists), Award for Creative Invention (American Chemical 
Perkin Medal, National Medal of Technology, …
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